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Introduction

Thedefinition of commemorationis derivedfrom a simpleidea of an act that honoursthe memory
of someoneor something;an act that not only preservesmemory but also servesas a specific
memoarialto a personor event. Thecommemorationof coalminingdisasteran Britaindevelopsand
complicateghis simplisticdefinition asthere are many other factorsconnectedto commemoration
that must be exploredin order to understandthe processof commemorationand its connectionto

the BCl.Commemoratiorof coal mining disastersoccurredusuallyto fulfil a specificpurposelinked
to social, political, religious, and economicconditions. There are many reasonswhy one might
undertakeresearchregardingthe commemorationof coal mining disasterin nineteenth and early
twentieth century Britain, not only becausethere hasbeen relatively little written in recentyears
regardinglabour history. Commemorationof coal mining disastersallowsideasto surfacethat can
be connectedto a rangeof labourhistorytopicssuchasworkingclassindustrialand political reform,

classtensions,and socialand working conditions.British labour and industrial history in this period
was greatly important in the developmentof British societyand its transition from a state with a
laisseZfaire attitude towards the working classesand the poor, to the creation of a welfare state

that concernedtself greatlywith the improvementof livingandworkingconditionsfor the masses.

It is fair to suggestthat there is relatively little written academicallyconcerningindustrial
accidentsand the role that commemorationplayed in Victorianand early Edwardianworking class
societies.However,it is possibleto draw from the wider historiographyof the era and utilise the
vastcollectionsof contemporarysourcesn order to developargumentsand conclusionsoncerning
not only the process of commemoration, but also the purpose and effectiveness of the
commemorationof coal mining disasters. Theabundanceof the availabilityof newspaperarticles,
letters, mine A y & LIS @pofts\@adiamentary papers and commissionedreports allow the
developmentof an official narrative of the effects and purposesof commemoration.Whilst local

archivalsourcesjncludingworking classpamphlets paintings,sermons poems,and diariesallow for



the development of an analysisinto the working class actions and aims concerning the
commemorationof disastersandthe generalpopulationsview of the effectivenesof the processof

commemoration.

This dissertation aims to bridge the gap between the classesand their approachesto
commemorationby addressinghe processand purposesof commemorationitself and its placein
society. Thefirst chapteraimsto discussthe responsesto a coal mining disasterand argue how
certain responseded to a variety of commemorativeactions. Thischapter will also compareand
contrastthe differencesbetweenlocalandnationalresponsesandforms of commemorationaswell

asthe cleardissimilaritiesn the response®f the different classesn Britainat thistime.

The second chapter goes on to evaluate, separae, and analyse the purposes and
effectivenessof commemorationin regardsto the social,economic,and political motives. In this
chapter,the succesanduseof commemaorationin gainingpolitical reform will be discussedvith the
useof three specificexanplesthat demonstratehow the commemorationof these disasterded to
governmental and local reform. Furthermore, issues regarding opposition to reform will be
discussedccomparingresistancefrom within the mining community itself, and oppositionfrom the

higherclasdand owners,andindustrialistsassociatedvith the BCI.

Thethird andfinal chapterwill discussjuestionssurroundingthe form that commemoration
assumed in this period and attempt to explain reasons suggested for the variation of
commemoation from disasterto disasterand the generalchangein commemorationover time. It
will also considerthe impact that commemorationof nineteenth and early twentieth century has
had on the memory and commemorationof sucheventsin modern day, drawing distinct parallels
betweencertainaspectsof commemoration for exampleusingcommemorationto makea political
statement.In order to allow greater contextualunderstandingand analysisthere is a clearneedto
preface this study with a brief overview of the economic,social, and political organisationand

history of the BCI.



Overview

Duringthe nineteenthcentury,the BClcameto be a stapleindustry; by 1907,coaloutput accounted
for approximatelyfive per cent of the national income of Britain® The rapid expansionof the BCI
duringthe nineteenthcentury canbe attributed to two factors:the increaseddemandfor coal;the
technologicabdvancementsboth, within the minesthemselvesandin the consumingndustries.In
the eighteenth century mog of the coal mined in Britain wasto be used for domestic heating.
However, demand was relatively low and seasonallyaffected? From towards the end of the
eighteenthcenturyand certainlyby 1830,coalwasbeginningto be usedfor almostall the purposes

for whichit isusedtoday, excludingthe generationof electricity.

The second factor that explains the rapid expansion of the BCI is technological
advancements&nd consequentlythe industrialisationof Britain. Technologicahdvancementsvithin
the coal minesthemselves suchasthe improvementof ventilation and drainagesystemsand the
introduction of the safetylamp, allowedthe deeper,previouslyinaccessibleseamsto be workedin
order to meet the increasingdemandfor coal® Theimplementationof the use of steampower in
factories,locomotives,and other industriesensuredthat a new consumermarket arosein the late
eighteenthand nineteenth century which rapidly and significantlyincreasedthe demandfor coal.
Thus,technology,whether in the mines themselvesor in consumingindustries, broke down the
barriersthat formerly restricted output at the sametime asit stimulated production by creating

major new sourceof demand?

Theinvolvementof the BClasan employerin the nineteenthand early twentieth centuries

cannot be understated.Althoughthe vast majority of all of those employedin this industry were

! B.R. Mitchell, Economicdevelopment of the British Coal industry 18001914 (Cambridge: Cambridge
UniversityPress1984),p.2;

RoyChurch,TheHistoryof the BritishCoallndustry:Volume3: 1830-1913(Oxford:ClarendorPress,1986),p.2

2 M.W. Flinn,Aneconomicandsocialhistoryof Britain since1700(London:Macmillan,1975),p.1

8 RoyChurch,TheHistoryof the BritishCoallndustry:Volume3: 18301913 p.4

* M.W. Flinn,An economicand socialhistoryof Britain since1700Q p.3



workingwithin the minesthemselvesand were of a lower socialclassthe BCloffered employment
andeconomicopportunitiesfor a variety of different classesPossibilitief economicgainattracted
entrepreneursand the land owning classeslike, suchasthe Marquisof Londonderrywho invested
heavilyin the North EastDurhamcoalfield. Throughoutthe secondhalf of the nineteenth century,

more than one personin twenty lookeddirectlyto the coalminingindustryfor their livelihood?

In comparisono other industries,coalminerswere relativelywell paid. This,perhaps,wasa
form of compensationagainstthe highrisk nature of the work, the unsavouryworking conditions
andlow socialstatusassociatedvith their job. Nonethelesscoal Y A Yy Svhgis@ere far from stable
and eventhe miner himselfdid not know what his next pay packetwould contain. Deductionsfrom
wageswere commonplae but it is important to differentiate betweenthe regulardeductionsand
those for which the miner was unpreparedor did not anticipate. RegulardeductionsonaY A y S N& Q
pay would be for the useof tools, candles,and power which the miner usedundergroundg which
were infamouslyextortion-like ¢ and paymentssuchasrent, union membership and subscriptionto
other funds? Unexpected payments were familiar yet greatly unpopular among the mining
communitiesfor understandablereasons.Finesfor WnsatisfacoryQwork or W2 F ¥ Sgfrtnhfited Q
aboveground, for examplekeepinganimalsin the colliery owned homes,ensuredthat the miners
pay was evenmore unpredictablethan any other industry in the country” TheY A y Svbigesvere
not only dependenton the numbe of hours and shifts worked but also on geologicalconditions,
managementefficiency,and the intensity at which the miner worked astheir paymentwasusually
baseduponweightof coalthe individualworker mined? Theexportationcoalfieldswere exposedo
externaldemandand price fluctuationswhich would impact the wagesof the miners. A dramatic

decreaseof Y A y Svhigedd exportation coalfields was noticed during the depressiorof the 1870s

® JohnBenson BritishCoalminersn the NineteenthCentury:A SociaHistory(London:Macmilan, 1980),p.27

® BRR(3S284-2014.5ad ¢ Payslipfrom Pelton Colliery,Durham.Showpayment, shifts and hoursworked as
well as deductionsmadeto pay. Dated 17" July1914,24 July1914,11 Septemberl914,and 25 September
1914

" JohnBenson BritishCoalminersn the NineteenthCentury p.65

8 JohnBenson BritishCoalminersn the NineteenthCentury p.64



and causedgreat upset and socialand political unrest? The volatile nature of the Y A y Susde Q
would prove a source of political discoursein this period especially,in regardsto the lack of a

minimumwage,andthe dependenceof paymenton weight, alone.

Thesocialaspectsof the BClalsoneedto be addressedas the socialstructure of the BClis
centralto the processof the commemorationof coal mining disasters.Thecreation,development,
and expansionof purposebuilt pit villageswere fundamental,not only in the formation of coal
mining communities, but also in creating public perceptions of the miners as a distinct class,
separatedfrom society. The geographicaisolation of coal mining communitiesallowed a senseof
communityto developwhich shapedboth personalattitudes and actions, unique amongworking
classsociety™ Yet,it becomesincreasinglyclearthat in suchpit communitieslife was conditioned
by the decisionsof the coal ownersand managersThisis especiallyclearwhere working and living
conditionsand commemorationof disastersare concened! The phenomenonof the W¥ | YA fi &
beganto developthroughout the late nineteenth century as increasingnumbers of familieswere
employedin the samepit, workingon the sameseamin order to maximisea ¥ I Y Airfcan@. 8ons
followed their fathersto the coalface andthe socialrelationshipsof the menworkingunderground
were that of family The impact of suchworking conditions can be seenin the aftermath of a
disasterwhere familiescould losethree generationsof menin one day. Evenin districts where the
mining population was diluted by workers in other occupations,the Y A y SuN&uU@l hours and
patterns of employment,the unmistakableappearanceof the undergroundcolliery worker as he

travelled home from the pit in the day light, and the ritual which accompaniedpit deaths,and

° TheCollieryGuardian 4 April 1879;JohnBenson BritishCoalminersn the NineteenthCentury p.65

1% 30hnBenson BritishCoalminersn the NineteenthCentury p.82

! GriseldaCarr, Pit Women: CoalCommunitiesn Northern Englandin the Early Twentieth Century(London:
Merlin Press2001) p.7

12 RoyChurch,TheHistoryof the BritishCoallndustry:VVolume3: 18301913 p.611



especiallymajor disasterscontributedto a senseof mutuality amongminersanda statusapartfrom

societyat large™®

During the period in question, there was much social discourse within the mining
communitiesof the BClwhich, subsequentlycauseda greatdealof political discourse Within a coal
mining community, there was a clear social hierarchy among the miners themselves.Surface
workers,for example,had a very low statusin mining communitiesand were scarely regardedas
miners at all.** Whilst families with a great deal of miners at the coal face, or those who were
survivorsor rescuersduring mining disastersheld great status among local and regional mining
communities.Personafeudsthat took placeon the surfacecould often causetrouble underground,
where sabotageand violencewould often occur between feuding groupsand tensionsaugmented
by the hot, stuffy, unsanitaryconditionsunder which the miners worked. Despitepopular middle
and upper-classdistastefor the mining community,and their socialstereotypesof thriftless, dirty,
irresponsibleworkers, the miner himself often took great pride in his work and ability to do a
uniquely difficult job under physicallyand mentally demandingconditionsin an industry that was
integral to the prosperity and stability of Britain and her empire’® The acknowledgemenbf inter
classtensionscanbe seenchronicledin the backof a workingclassdiary belongingto a minerin the
early nineteenth century. The quote clearly distinguishesbetween the classesstating: W{ 2 G\ S (i &
composedof two great classesthose who have more moneythan wit, and those who have more

witthanY 2 y 8% & Q

Political discoursewas common place among the BCland concernedall classesinvalved in the
industry. It usually involved wages, mismanagement,and working conditions. At the point of

production,the perpetualconflictbetweenmanagementind men simmeredaboutthe length of the

¥ RoyChurch,TheHistoryof the BritishCoallndustry:Volume3: 1830-1913 p.611

!4 JohnBenson BritishCoalminersn the NineteenthCentury p.28

'* GriseldaCarr,Pit Women:CoalCommunitiesn Northern Englandn the EarlyTwentiethCentury p.9
® BRR@GS284-2014.79¢ Minersdiary belongingto JohnKell, 1836



working day and especiallyabout paymentfor piecework which would periodicallyspill over into
local, regionaland, later, national strikes*’ The working conditionsof the minerswere one of the
most publicisedof all industriesand gainedgrowinginterestfrom socialreformers.Consequentlyan
increasingnumber of commissionsand inspectionstook place in order to set the stage for
governmentalreforms. The formation and growth of trade unions and other political and social
organisationsaimed to improve the economicand working conditions of the mining community.
Countytrade unionswere formed in the mid-nineteenth centuryin an attempt not only to provide
countervailingforcesto the pit ownersand managementput alsoto attempt to improve working,
living, and socialconditionsfor the mining classesTheformation of Yorkshirea A y SAssBction
1858, Northumberlanda A y SASShcfation1 864,and the DurhamMiners Associationl 869 set the
stagefor a national mining union in order to assistthe minersin their demandsconcerningwage
stabilisation,working hours, and working conditions. However,as time progressedthe needsof
reform greatlychangedandthe impactof commemorationof coalminingdisasterson reform will be

discussedn a later chapter.

In conclusion the BClwasa uniquely complexand cortinuously developingindustry with a
multitude of internal and externalissues.Disastersand accidentsoccurredfrequently claimingthe
lives of many workers. The commemorationof coal mining disastersallows an insight into the
manner in which these comnunities functioned and their dependenceand relationship with the

nationin its entirety.

7 GriseldaCarr,Pit Women:CoalCommunitiesn Northern Englandn the EarlyTwentiethCentury p.10
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Chapterl

Immediate responsesand the emergenceof commemoration

It isfair to suggesthat the responsedo coalminingdisasterghat occurredin the aftermathformed
the basisfor commemorationto develop, both locally and nationally. Yet, there were certain
responsesto disastersthat had a much larger impact on the processof commemoration,than
others. Thischapterwill focuson the manydifferent responsego a disasterthat occurredacrosshe
social classesand then attempt to explain how specific responsesled to the development of

commemoration.
Localconcernand commemorativeactions

Oneof the mostimmediateresponseghat occurredin the aftermath of a disasterwasthe
gatheringof crowdsat the pit headin the affectedvillageand asnewsof the disasterspreadacross
the district, the crowdswould increasesteadily*® Immediatelyafter the disaster,it would be crowds
of wives, sistersand other family membershoping for some news of their loved onesthat would
gather at the pit head® However, as the news spread, thousandswould begin to flock to the
disastersite from all the colliery districts, either to aid rescuework, where possible,while others
would simplygatherfor the curiosity? In certaininstancesthe influx of peopleinto avillagewasso
greatthat it led to supplementanftrains havingto be used,aswasthe casein the aftermath of the
Trimdon Grangeexplosionin 18827 Thismassgathering of crowds was often reported in initial
newspaperreports on the disasterwhich would appearin regionaland national newspapersalike,

leadingto a greaterinquiryinto the disasterandthe liveslost.

Mediaresponse<reatingcommemoration

® RobertLaidlaw,¥ ¢ &SsfordDisasterin Populara § Y 2 NBf§ e journal of the Societyfor the Studyof
WelshLabourHistory,Vol.6, No.4, 1995,p.123

Y TheTimes,18 Januaryl862

20 CambriarDailyLeader15October1913

“ TheTimes20 February1882
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Throughthe eighteenth and nineteenth centuriesthe popularity of newspapersrapidly
increased.Theimpact of newspaperson the generalpopulationwasgreatand provideda platform
for commemorationof all kindsbut especiallycommemorationof coalminingdisastes. National,as
well aslocal,newspapersvould play prominentrolesin not only the processof the commemoration
of coalminingdisastersbut, also,the enlightenmentof the populationto the conditionssufferedby

miningcommunities.

In the aftermath of a coalminingdisaster reportswould appearimmediatelyin nationaland
local newspapersvhichwould provide the first instancefor commemorationto take place.Despite
the hesitancyof primary newspapeireportsto passblame or namethe causeof the disaster,they
usuallycontainedinformation on the casualtiesa dzNJJ ac@@cumngdfGhe disaster,and comments
on the rescuemission, if taking place?? After some larger disasters the namesof those who had
died would be publishedalongwith a list of their dependantsand commentsabout their character
and placein communitylife, ascanbe seenin the lllustrated LondonNewsin the aftermath of the
New Hartley disaster in 18627 Not only did these reports commemorate the event itself,
newspaperclippingswere frequently collectedand cherishedby the bereavedfamilies along with

other mementoesof the disasterin orderto ensurethat their lovedoneswould not be forgotten.

In the daysand weeksfollowing larger disasters the funeralsof the victimswould receive
great mention in national newspapersand there are even exampleswhere line drawing of the
funeral processionsvould be publishedalongwith the detailsof those who had perished.Theline
drawingsof the New Hartleyfuneral processionand burial appealedto the upper classesn society

and provideda platform to demonstratethe sheerscaleof the calamitythat hadoccurred®

* RobertLaidlaw,W ¢ &rsfordDisasterin Populara S Y 2 pR2@ ¥
#BRRA970462.1¢ lllustrated LondonNews, 1st February1862,New HartleyDisaster

2 BRR(&970462Q IllustratedLondonNews,8 Februaryl862,Linedrawingof funeral processiorfrom the
New HartleyDisaster SeeAppendixB, Figuresl and 2
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Thereare certain casesof specificdisasterswhere the mediacoveragecontinuedafter the
funeral and commentedupon the conditions present and the effects in the long term. After the
Senghenyddiisasterin 1913, which claimedthe lives of 439 men and boys, the vast scaleof the
disasterensuredthat it would remainin the publiceyefor sometime after the accident.Moreover,
the media portrayal of the bereavedwomen and children becamea focal point, not only for the
newspaper reporters, but also those wishing to seek political reform.?®> The portrayal of the
Senghenyddwidows featured in many local and national newspapersand focused upon the
desperationand shock presentin the aftermath. Howeverthe mediaportrayalquicklyturnedinto a
platform to control and weaken the position of these women as the way in which they were
depicted, W& A Y dzf (irefigcfed admiréirforcedthe generalview of women as helplessvictims,
dependanton their male breadwinnersfor survival,and incapableof bringing up their families
I £ 23 THiSis an exampleof how the commemorationof a disasterthrough the media actually
inflicted greater suffering upon the bereavedinstead of providing consolationand support. Many
women who were affected by the Senghenydddisaster received minimum payments and
compensationaswell asthe intervention of local authoritiesin family life, asthe mediareinforced
the view that they were unable to cope with the newly imposed domestic and financial

responsibilities’

Another aspectthat the media focusedupon, following a disaster,was commentingand
publishingthe inquestsand enquiriesof specificdisasters.While the newspapersoften published
detailsof the officialinquestsand coronersreports, they often commentedlittle on the apportionof
blame and need for political reform. Localenquiriesconsumedlocal thought and often polarised

towns and communities asthere wassevererepercussionshoth financialand social,for identifying

% CatherineWelsby, W2 | NJAér 6B Her Future Behaviour:The Livesof the Widows of the Senghenydd
Mining Disasterof m ¢p M Idafur; the journal of the Societyfor the Studyof WelshLabourHistory,Vol. 6, No. 4,
1995,p.95

% |bid.,p.94

" Ibid.,p.96
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with a particular side?® Thisoften led to little public commemorationin the direct aftermath of a
controversialdisaster,such as the Gresforddisasterin 1934 and a senseof amnesiaamongthe
middle and upper classesNevertheless¥ S @dsfe public recitation of memorywasnot inhibited
by fear of retribution, in an area where many still dependedon mining for a livelihood, mining
disasterswere an uncomfortable Y S Y 2 M&itQreminded the community of the deadly risks

associatedvith coalmining?®

Therole of the mediain reporting coal mining disasterscannotbe underestimatedasit not
only allowed information to spread rapidly across Britain but also provided a platform for
commemorationto occur.Mediawasaccessibldo all and allowedthose in the higher echelonsof
societyto becomeaware of the plight of the minersand, for some,becomeintegralto the process

of socialandpoliticalreform.
Localefforts to commemoratedisasters

Thereare many local responsego coal mining disasterswhich led to the developmentof
commemoration.Many of these local responsego a disasterhad the principal aim of generating
financialdonationsto easethe sufferingof the bereavedwhilst awaiting compensationand relief
funds. Yet, some responsesthat appearedto be usedto aid the bereavedwere also used as a
platform to demonstratethe need for reform. Pit poetry and songsdid not originally emergein
responseto mining disastersbut, usually,to comment on socialand working life within the BCI.
However,there are manyinstanceswhere specificooemswere createdto commemoratea specific
disasterand also sold to raise money for the relief fund. Examplesof printed poemsand songs
createdin the aftermath of a disastercan be found in manylocal archivesand collectionsasthey

were hugelypopularamongthe mining classesasthey provided a way in which the disastercould

* RobertLaidlaw,W ¢ &rsfordDisasterin Populara S Y 2 NBLZYS S
2 Bill Williamson, Class,Culture and Community:a biographicalstudy of social changein mining (London:
Routledge1982),p.127
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live onin localpublicmemory® Songsprovideda platform to commemoratea disasterwhilst clearly
demonstratingthe needfor reform within the BCl.Thetragiccircumstancesf the 1862NewHartley
disasterled to the developmentof a campaignto strive to end the one-shaft systemwhich claimed
the livesof so many.GeorgeCooke,a localminer, wrote a specificpoemin memoryto the disaster
which tied together local emotions and the greater national sentiment towards the one-shaft
system® The short extract from the poem below, demonstratesthe contemporary attitudes
towards the New Hartley disasterand the importance of the commemorationof this event on

demonstratingthe needfor reform.

Tenscoreliveshaveprovedit true,
Theoneshaftsystemwill not do,
Thehorrid systemoneway out,
Hasslainits hundredsii K S Ndsl@ubt,
May Hartleyin the memorylive,

Adeathblowto the systemgive

Responsedo coal mining disastersalso focusedupon generatingfunds for the bereaved
families whilst commemoratingthe disaster. Amateur dramatic and comedic performancesoften
took placein the aftermath of disastersin order to generaterevenuefor the bereavedand provide
the communitywith an occasionto rememberthe disasterand its victims.Duringthe aftermath of
the New Hartley disasterin 1862, it becameclear that funds were desperatelyneeded for the
bereavedfamiliesasthey were awaiting official relief funding. Localgroupsrespondedto this clear

needby organisingan amateurdramatic performanceat the TheatreRoyaland an eveningwith the

% BRRGS12/09/1986¢ Songsheetfrom 1880New Seahantisastertitied Wt 2 B&W2 S Q
% JohnElliotMcCutcheon, TheNewHartleyDisaster1862(1963),p.117

*bid.
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poets at the Hall of Mechanicslinstitute in North Shieldsto raise money for the bereaved® This
demonstrateshe desireof the localcommunity,not only to easethe sufferingof the bereaved but
alsoto beginto commemoratethe tragic eventitself asthere wasoften a tribute to the victimsat

the beginningof the performance.

Another form of commemorationthat appealedto the working classesand also generated
revenuefor the disasterfund wasthe creationand purchaseof memorialserviettes.Thesecanoften
be seen to have appearedin the aftermath of disastersin the early twentieth century and large
collectionscanbe found in local archives Followingthe 1909 West Stanleydisaster,it is possibleto
seeasmanyastwenty different designsof memorial serviettesall listing the namesof the victims
i

andthe date of the accident>” Thesewere a hand crafted, colourful tribute to the victimsand often

cherishedby the affectedcommunitiesandfamilies.

It is fair to suggestthat artistic responsego coal mining disasterswere not only popular
amongthe working classesput alsothe middle and upper-classesHowever,these were often of a
different style in order to appealto the higherechelonsof society.Largememorial paintingswere
popularamongthe upper classa asit appearedto be, not only away of commemoratinga disaster,
but also a sign of demonstrating upper-class awarenessof the plight of the working classes.
Followingthe New Hartley disasterof 1862 two paintingsby H.H. Emmersonwere producedand
sold to commemoratethe event. Emmersornwas from the North Eastof Englandand produceda
variety of works ranging from portraits to landscapes.The first picture Emmersonproduced
regardingthe New Hartley disasterwastitled W2 I Aforkhg B S ¢ dhéeh depicted women and

childrengatheringtogether at the pit headwaiting to hear news of their loved ones® The second

¥ TWA1074/212¢ Posteradvertising® | Beningwith thet 2 Sat the(Hallof Mechanicd y & i AZi dzii S Q=
Februaryl1862; TWA1074/213¢ PosteradvetisinganW! Y | Drérdahid S NF 2 Nafthe/ThedteRoyal,

5 Februaryl862

* BRRQ00658.18;BRRQ00658.5;BRRGS26/08/2010.1;BRRQ005110¢ All memorialservietteswith
different patterns,from the WestStanleyPit disaster1909

* TWACH/MPR/8/2 ¢ Copyof the painting¥ | | NJs&s®rd862:Waitingfor theb $ & ky B.H.Emmerson
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was more patriotic and depicted a bereavedfamily readingthe v dzS SIgt@rain their modest
kitchen,appearingto gainsomerelief knowingthat the Queenwasawareof their plight.>® Thisform
of commemorationgreatly appealedto the middle and upper classesas it demonstratedtheir

consciousnes®wardsthe conditionsthe workingclassesvere subjectedto.

In conclusionjt canbe clearlyobservednow the responsesn the aftermath of a disastered
to the developmentof commemorationboth at a localisedand nationallevel. Therole of the media
and the reporting of disastersin newspaperscannotbe underestmated asit allowed many people
to becomeawareof the devastatingconditionsinflicted on miningcommunitiesin the aftermath of
a disasterand led to many supportingthe need for regulation and reform. Localefforts to ease
suffering and commemorate a disaster was fundamental in the longerterm process of
commemorationasit wastheselocal efforts that would ensurethat coal mining disasterswere not

forgotten for decadego come.

% TWACH/MPR/28/%; Copyof the painting¥ | | NJis&s@rd862:Readinghe v dzS [y X)Eky S MD
Emmerson
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Chapter2

Thepurposeand effectivenessof the commemorationof coal mining disasters

It would be fair to say that there has been relatively little written analysingand explainingthe
purposesof commemoration especiallyregardingthe commemorationof industrialaccidentswithin
the BCl.Neverthelesst is possibé to make use of wider bodiesof contemporaryand secondary
materialto determinethe purposesof the commemorationof coalminingdisastersand examinethe
level of succescommemorationhadin achievingthose social,political,and economicobjectives.In
the both long and short term aftermath of a coal mining disaster,commemorativeactionsarose
acrossall levels of society which all had specific objectivesthat they wished for their form of
commemorationto serve, albeit often with conflicting motives. As will become evident as this
chapter progressesommemorationand mourningare inextricablyentwined, yet the purposeand
effectivenesof eachform and act of commemorationmust be questionedand analysedn order to
illuminatethe generalviewsof the succes®f commemoration®’ Thischapteraimsto assesa variety
of purposesassociatedwith commemorationand determine their effectivenessboth in local and
nationalsituations.Awide andvariedselectionof contemporaryand secondarysourceswill be used
to explain and highlight certain points, along with specific contemporary examples,within this
chapter in order to analysethe purposesand effectivenessof commemorationand its place in

Victorianand earlyEdwardiarsociety.

Easinghe sufferingof the bereaved

37JayWinter, Sitesof Memory, Sitesof Mourning, TheGreatWar in EuropearCulturalHistory(Cambridge:
CambridgdJniversityPress1995),p.51
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The aspectof commemorationthat often receivesthe most immediate attention in the
aftermath of a disaster,in the vastmajority of circumstancejs the humansufferingthat is inflicted
upon the bereavedand consequentlyassureghat one of the initial purposesof commemorationis
to easethe sufferingof the bereavedand reaffirm the affected community. The minerswithin the
BClwere part of a uniqueform of community,apart from societyat large,and this allowed specific
customsand traditions to developin the aftermath of a disaster. Thesecustomsand traditions
would form the basisfor commemorativeactionswith the primaryaim of easingthe sufferingof the

bereaved.

Thefuneral and burial of the victimsof the disasterand the surrounding customsprovided
the first platform where commemorationcould occurin order to easethe sufferingof the bereaved
within the affected mining community. The importance of the funeral itself cannot be
underestimatedas it functioned to bring the entire local, and sometimesregional, community
together and strengthentheir relationshipand support the bereaved® Furthermore, the funeral
playedanimportant role in the developmentof traditions and customsin line with that of Victorian
societyasan entirety. Duringthe Victorianperiod there were clear socialexpectationsobservedby
middle and upper classesegardingfuneral and burial practicesand it would be fair to suggesthat
the working classcommunitiesof the BClattempted to duplicate these. Upper and middle class
funerals were often used as a platform to display wealth and status rather than focus on the
memory of the deceasedndividual. Thisextravagances often noted amongcontemporariesand
historiansalike and viewed as ostentatious,elaborate and in certain situationsvulgar?’9 Howeveris
commonlyassumedhat the minersof the BClandtheir precarioudinancialsituationswould leadto
theseperiod customsto be lost in their communitiesyet this is certainlynot the case.Forthe most

part, in the aftermath of a disasterfundswere madeavailableto the bereavedfamiliesin order to

¥ Bill Williamson Classgultureand community:a biographicalstudyof socialchangein mining, p.87
% patriciaJalland Deathin the VictorianFamily(Oxford:OxfordUniversityPress;1996),p.194;BertramPuckle,
FuneralCustomg1926),p.89
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ensurethat their lovedonereceiveda decentburial howeverthis wasnot alwaysthe case Thereare
instanceswhere coal mining familieswere willing to go into debt for yearsin order to ensurethat
their loved one did not suffer a LJI dzisisinéial*® Despite these funerals being rudimentary in
comparisonwith those of the upper classest is a clearexampleof the mining classesadoptingthe
national socialfuneral customsand fulfilling them to the best of their ability. Therewasan obvious
desire amongthe bereavedfor their loved onesto be rememberedand a decent burial with a
headstoneis an exampleof early attempts at commemorationwithin the mining communities.
Therewasa clearstereotypeplaceduponthosewho workedin the BClespecialljthosewho worked
below ground.Minerswere classedasa $¥aceaparthot only in societyat largebut evenwithin the
working classpopulation* The notoriety of mining communitiesensuredthat they were viewed
with disdain as the nature of their working conditions and social activities, such as frequenting
taverns and betting, were in complete antithesis of Victorian social ideals? Therefore a strong
desirearosein miningcommunitiesto reject the derogatorysocialstereotypeplaceupon them and
following period customs,in this casewhere funerals were concerned,provided a platform to

demonstratetheir true natureto the generalpopulation.

Animmediateform of commemorationthat occurredinstantly after a fatal mine accidentof
any scalewasthe cessationof work at the affected pit. Howeverthe duration of the closurewould
dependon the nature of the accidentandthe numberof thoseaffected.It wasa smallyet significant
illustration of remembrancethat was greatly appreciatedby the bereavedasit allowedthe entire
community time to remember and pay respectsto the family of the deceased? The need to
remember and commemoratethose that had lost their lives would take a more prominent and

permanentplacein communitylife with the developmentof a memorial,usuallyin the churchyard

“° GriseldaCarr,Pit Women:CoalCommunitiesn NorthernEnglandn the EarlyTwentiethCentury p.61

*I Neil Buxton, TheEconomi®evelopmenbf the BritishCoallndustry(London:RedwoodBurnLtd.,1978),
p.121

*2 JohnBensonW¥ ¢ Khift of EnglishCoatMiners,1860m y chFh€EconomitistoryReview\Vol.31,No.3,
August1978,p.410
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where the majority of the victims were buried or in the pit village itself. This form of
commemorationwould provide a communalfocal point for the bereavedto gatherto grieveand
rememberthose who had beenlost, in most casesa great deal of planningwould go into sucha
memorial and an annual ceremony of remembrancewould be implemented. There are even
instanceswhere a line drawing of the memorial itself, alongwith the eventsof the unveilingand
preparation for an annual servicewould appearin the annual Mines InspectorsReportsto be

discussedn parliamentand usedasan exampleto generatepolitical reform.**

Thepolitics of commemoration

Thereare certaincasesvherein the aftermath of a disastercommemorationwould be used
for political purposes,yet it is possibleto subdivide these purposesinto those concerningthe
apportion of blamefor a disaster,and those usedto instigateand achievelegislativereform within
the BCI.The use of commemorationas a meansto allocate blame for a disasterwas extremely
controversialasthere were many repercussionsnd accusationsboth socialand economic,which
would arisefrom sud inquiriesaswascertainlythe casein the 1934 Gresforddisaster?” In order to
console the bereaved and provide them with the desperately desired knowledge of the
circumstance®f their loved onesdeaths,commemorationprovideda plat form to allocateblame
for the accidentupon a party, and also attempt to securesome compensationfor themselvesand
their families. Thosewho often would be first suspectedin the pursuit for truth and apportion of
blamewere the mine ownersand managerslt wascommonknowledge,and hasbeendocumented
in numerouspost disasterenquiries,that if mine ownerswere found to be negligentor permitted
the minersto continue work in unsafe conditionsthey could be prosecutedand heavily fined.*

Subsequentlyif the managementwere found guilty of misconductthey would alsohaveto pay out

* NEIMMECH/MPAR/5/6 ¢ Informationregardingthe memorialto thosewho perishedin the 1880New
Seahantisasterandthe subsequentonstructionof the churchyardmemorial.

** RobertLaidlaw,W ¢ &rdsfordDisasterin Populara S Y 2 N&2G ¥
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compensationto the dependantsof those killed in the accident. A specificexampleof suchan
instancewasthe New Hartley disasterof 1862 where the ownersappearedto have compromised
the sdety of the workers in order to secure economic gain. The Newcastle Courant publicly
condemnedthe mine ownersand questionedthe quality of materialusedin the constructionof the
beamthat appearedto breakwith no warningand subsequentlytook the lives of overtwo hundred
men and boys?’ Howeverit was not alwaysthe mine ownerswho would be blamedfor a disaster.
Theworkersthemselveswere often accusedof beingto blame and this would often causea great
divide within a mining community. Miners were notorious for not alwaysfollowing precautions,
testing gaslevelscorrectly and ignoringthe warningsignsof an explosionor collapse,and this was
usedin some casesby the mine ownersin order to remove themselvesfrom being blamedfor a
disaster.It hasbeensuggestedhat the Y A y $abkif @Qrecautionwasdueto the discriminatingway
in which their pay was calculated.Duringthe late nineteenth and early twentieth centurythe vast
majority of miners pay was basedupon the weight of the coal they exavated,and therefore time
spentcheckingfor gasandrespondingto alarmsessentiallymeanttime awayfrom the coalfaceand
thus a smaller pay packet. There are numerousexamplesof miners ignoring safety warning and
signalsof dangersimply becausethey believedthem to be a drill or a hoaxandthe consequences
often could be fatal.*® However, attempts were made to assure that miners followed safety
regulationsdespitethe fact that they were time consuminglndividualcollierieswould provide each
worker with a rules and regulationsbook that would addressvariousaspectsof the measureghat
must be takenin order to ensurea saferworking environmentbut the effectivenesof thesecanbe
greatly questioned® llliteracy was very high among mining communiies due to the young age
whichmanyminersbeganwork andthe consequentcessatiorof educationtherefore not all miners

would seekhelp to readthe rule booksprovidedasthey preferredto simplylearn by experience?

*" NewcastleCourant, 24 Januaryl862

*®*TheCollieryGuardian5 July1878

** BRR980-20.3¢ SilksworthCollieryMine RulesBooklet, 1888

O M.W. Kirby, TheBritishCoatminingIndustry,18701946(Woking:Unwin BrothersLtd.,1977),p.117
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Furthermore,implementing such regulaions undergroundwas extremely difficult as miners had
establishedpreferred methods of working and were very reluctant to change their patterns.
However,from the 1930sonward safetyin minesresearchboard pamphletswere being produced
and madeavailabé to everycollieryacrossBritainin an attempt to standardisesafetypracticesand

increaseY A Y SoNdaldrainingin order to reduceaccidentsandincreaseproductivity >*

Thuswhen the accusationof who was to blame for a disasterbeganto surface,entire
communitiescould becomepolarised. Wt dzoifleitiihigdvith eitherthe Y A y SINBRR® 2 Y LI Yy & Qa
versionof eventsboth had their consequencesThe O 2 Y LJI witBeSsaslost the respectof their
neighbours:somewere ostracisedand some apparentlyleft the district. Despitebland assurances
givenby the companythat there would be no victimisation,there is a stronglocaltradition that the
workmen who had testified againstthe companywere discriminated againstwhen the pit re-
2 LIS y*Qrikeds@swhere the miners had been accusedfor causingan accidentcommemoration
couldbe usedasa form of protestfor the bereavedin orderto getthe mine ownersto acknowledge
themselvesasthe guilty party and this wasclearlythe casefollowing the Gresforddisager in 1934.
Althoughno official causewasinitially provedit waswidely believedby the communityand someof
the mine inspectorsthat there wasgreat misconducton the part of the mine owners,yet the mine
owners themselves blamed those who had been working underground?® Consequently no
immediatefundswere put in placefor amemorialasit wasbelievedthat the bereavedwould useit
as a site of protest in order to achievean admissionof guilt from the mine owners. Howeverin
responseto the lack of funding for a memorial statue the dependantsof those who died in the
accidentwould meet on the anniversaryof the disasterfor a memorial serviceto show solidarity
againstthe mine ownerswho would not assumeany responsibilityfor the disaster>* Howeve legal

proceedingscontinued and by 1937, enough evidence had been collected to prosecutethe pit

*l BRRUGS273.1997.37& Safetyin minesresearchboard pamphlets, 1938
*2RobertLaidlaw,W ¢ &rsfordDisasterin Populara S Y 2 WR22 ¥
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managerand mine owners for negligenceand securecompensationfor the bereaved>® The delay
between the accident and the prosecution of those found guilty of misconduct and the
implementation of reforms will be discussedater in this chapter. Therefore,the desireto gain
compensatiorfrom a disasteris a clearexampleof an economicaswell asapolitical purposeserved
by commemorationasa O 2 Y Y dzyréfusadt@farget ensuredinvestigationand often prosecution
and essentialcompensatiorpaymentsfor thosewho hadlost their breadwinner.Nonethelessthere
washot alwayssucha strongdesireto consolidateblamefollowing a largeminingdisaster,asin the
caseof the 1880 New Seahandisaster,where The Timesreported that Wy & singlecomplainthas
been heard of lax R A & O Asudfektyigh& in certain casesthe mine owners and the bereaved
wanted a peacefulyet cooperativeresponsein the aftermath of a disaster. Consequentlydespite
the fact that there are examplesof the useof commemorationfor political purposesin this casethe
allocationof blame, it wasnot usedin everyinstancebut more commonlyin circumstancesvhere
there was pre-existing tension between employeremployeerelations and usually used as a last

resort.

Demonstratingthe needfor reform

The commemorationof coal mining disasterswas used as a meansof generatingreform
socially,economically,and politically. Specificdisasterswere usedto not only draw attention to
working conditionswithin the minesbut alsoto demonstratethe need for reform. Amongmining
communitiesandthe minersthemselveghere wasstrongdesireto enlightenthe generalpopulation
to the human cost of mining and the conditionsendured by those miners simplytrying to earna
living. Largemining disastersprovided an opportunity to promote public inquiry into the nature of

the Y A y Sviiowihich at other times was simplyignored™ In the caseof this dissetation three

55 [pa:
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specificexampleswill be usedto arguethe succes®f the commemorationof coal mining disasters

in achievingspecificreform both on a nationalandlocalisedevel.

Oneof the earliestexamplesof the use of the commemorationof a coal mining disasterin
order to achievelegislativereform can be seenin the aftermath of the 1838 SilkstoneColliery
disasterwhich claimedthe lived of twenty-six children aged between sevenand seventeen.Child
employmentwas a prominent feature of not only the BClbut industrialist Victorian Britain as an
entirety and W ¥ raudt of the twentieth century, child labour was portrayed by historiansas little
more than a socialproblem of the Industrialw S @ 2 f .Y&oth Boys@nd girls of very tender years
were extensively employed underground in coal mines as hurries and trappers, they would
commonlywork longer hours than the adult workersand in far worse conditions®® On 4 July 1838
bad weather put the enginethat broughtthe workersup to the surfacetemporarily out of order, a
groupof childrendecidedto exitthe mine by a ventilation shaftbut aninflux of water knockedthem
off their feet and trapped them where the subsequentlydrowned. Therewas public outcry at the
newspapereports coveringthe disasterand moreoverthe coronersrequeststatesthat althoughit
was a terrible accidentit could have been avoided with die diligenceand care from the mine
owners?® When news of the disaster reached London, Queen Victoria herself called for a
Commissionto be set regardingchild employment,with the first commissionto focus upon the
BCI°The/ K A f FEM{BoyrieatCommissioninvestigatedthe work childrenandwomenhadto do
in coalminesand collectedwitnesstestimony of working conditionsand hours. Theirfindingswere
integralin the formation of The Mines Act of 1842 which bannedthe undergroundemploymentof
womenand girlsof all agesand boysunderthe ageof ten who would continueto work legallyin the

mines until the 1870s>* Howeverthis Act receivedmuch criticism as it did not addressworking

> PeterKirby,ChildLabourin Britain, 1750-1870(BasingstokePalgraveand MacMillan,2003),p.1
%8 TheSheffieldndependent7 July1838

* Yorkshireand DerbyshireAdvertiser,7 July1838
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hours and there were many issues,which will later be discussedconcerningthe implementation
and resistanceto reform. Despitecriticisms,the commemorationof the SilkstoneCollierydisaster
was extremely effedive in generating political reform by generating public inquiry into the
conditionsin which were suffered by undergroundworkers both adults and children alike. The
Mines Act set the stagefor a seriesof reformative legislationto be developedand passa with the

primaryaim of improvingsafetyandworkingconditionswithin the miningindustry.

Anotherexampleof the commemorationof a coalminingdisasterwhichled to the creation
of specificreformative legislationwasthe New Hartleydisasterof 1862.Two hundredand four men
and boyswere killed in this accidentafter the beam of the pumpingenginewhich was positioned
over the pit-head snapped,crashinginto the pit head and entombing those inside. This disaster
receivedunparalleledattention from the newspapersand there was public outcry for legislationto
end the systemwhich allowed minesto have only one meansof entry and exit as had there been
two shaftsat the New Hartley Collieryit would havebeen possiblefor mento escapeand a rescue
party to havebeeneffective® Membersfrom all levelsof societywere contentto demonstratetheir
concernanddisgustat the one-shaftsystemandthere are no clearerexampleghan in letters to the
editor of TheTimesthat stronglyinsistupon reformative legislationasa meansof the preventionof
future disastersof this magnitude® The parliamentary responseto this disastercan be seena
decade later in the 1872 Coal Mines RegulationAct. Clause19 of the Act explicitly state the
compulsoryprovisionof a secondshaftor outlet to a mine andthat failureto complywouldleadto a
penalty or evenprosecution®® Althoughthe New Hartley disasterwasan isolatedinstance the fact
that the lossof livescouldhavebeenso easilypreventednot only causedsocialdiscontentbut lead

to specificlegislationthat aimedto preventthe reoccurrenceof sucha disaster.Yet the largetime

®2|llustratedLondonNews,1 Februaryl862
® TheTimes Lettersto the editor, 23 Januaryl862,6 Februaryl862
® HCPR872, TheCoalMinesRegulationAct, 1872
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gap betweenthe disasterand itself and the creation of preventativemeasureswill be analysedin

greaterdetail later in this chapter.

Reformativemeasureto preventthe reoccurrenceof disastersdid not alwaysemergefrom
parliamentbut from local collieriesand coal companies.An exampleof disastersthat led to local
rather than national reform can be seenin the aftermath of the 1880 New Seahamand 1886
Elemoredisasters.A substantialproportion of major coal mining accidentsin the late nineteenth
and early twentieth century were due to explosionsthat frequently followed the firing of a shot.
Therewere numerousclaimsfrom a variety of sourcesthat certaintypesof explosiveshad a higher
propensityto causesuchan explosionbut due to lackof legislation,controls,andthe overwhelming
desireto keepoverheadcostsaslow as possible these were usuallydisregarded” Thisissuewas
raisedin TheTimeson the 13 Septemberl880 following the New Seahandisasterthat killed 164
men and boys®® TheHome SecretanSirWilliam Harcourthad visited the collieryand statedthat he
would considerthe concerngthat were presentedto him aboutthe conditionsin the North Eastcoal
mines,the useof powderfor blasting,whichthe minersbelieved to be the causeof numerousgreat
explosionsAlthoughthe visitwassaidto havebeengreatlyappreciatedby the New Seahanmminers,
as it appearedto signalthe gatheringof evidencefor reform, it was not until 1886 that coal
companies would begin to ban the use of certain explosivesas a preventative measure.
Neverthelessafter the Elemoredisasteron the Durhamcoalfieldin 1886, which claimedthe livesof
28 boysand men, the Hetton CoalCompanybeganto banthe useof certaintypesof explosivesas a
meansof preventingthe future reoccurrenceof sucha disaster®’ The Mines InspectorsReportfor
the same year records the Hetton Coal Companyaltering the methods used when handling

explosivesand also their introduction of higher explosivesin order to provide safer working

% NEIMMEJBA4-5-524-525 ¢ Notesby J.B Atkinsonaboutthe dangersof coaldustin minesandthe
dangerouseffectsof particularexplosives.

® TheTimes13 Septemberl880
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conditions for their workers® Therefore the commemorationand publication of the avoidable
causef mine explosionded to localisedreformsaimsat preventingfurther lossesof life. Therefore
commemorationwas successfulin some instances,n achievingpolitical and socialreform for the
mining communitiesof the BClsetting the stagefor further reformsto improve socialand working
conditionsnot only for thoseinvolvedin the miningindustry but the industrialworkingclasss asan

entirety.
Resistanceao reform

Althoughreform concerninghe BCldid beginto occurin the nineteenthand earlytwentieth
century there are often lengthy gapsbetween an accidentcallingfor reform and reform actually
beingimplemented. Thereare many reasonswhich canbe givento explainthe slow approachto
reform within the coalindustrymainlythat there wasresentmentfor reform from not only the mine
and land ownersinvolvedin the industry but alsonotable resistancefrom the working classminers

themselves.

The upper classindustrialistswho owned the coal minesthemselveswere concernedwith
reform asit decreasedheir ability to control productivity by their own means.Increasingcontrols
andinspectionsoften meantlesstime for the minersto producethe productand subsequenththeir
profits would suffer. Undergroundinspectionwas made difficult by the employersasthey believed
that the governmentshould not be involvedin their private enterpriseand as a result there was
widespreadand often violent oppositionto regulationand reform.®* Oneof the largestcoal mining
land ownersin the Durhamcoalfield wasthe Marquisof Londonderrywho owned landin the East
Durhamareasuchasthe SeahamCollieries.Despitehis sympatheticapproadt to the plight of the
miners especiallyin the aftermath of disastershe greatly opposedall reform and regulationof the

BCI.His distaste with reformative legislationand the implementation of controls can be seenin

% DCRM/DMA268¢ MinesInspectorsReport,1886
% peer Kirby,ChildLabourin Britain, 1750-1870 p.109
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comments he made regarding the 1842 Mines Act in the House of Lords. Consequentlythis
oppositionto reform from influential political and socialfiguresgreatly hindered efforts for reform
and can be deemed a principal causein delaying coal mining reforms from being enacted and

appliedacrossthe nation.

Howeveroppositionto reform canalsobe seenamongthe miningcommunitiesthemselves.
In some areasof the Durham and Northumberlandcoalfieldsemployeremployeerelations were
positiveandtherefore the desirefor reform waslower thanin other areaof Britain. TheActto which
receivedthe most criticismfrom the miningcommunitieswas TheMines Act of 1842asthe removal
of children and women from employmenthad a devastatingeffect on some mining families. The
economiccontribution of childrento the householdincomeoften meantthe differencebetweenlife
above or below the poverty line and affected the coherenceof family life greatly’® It was more
economicallyviable for all membersof an immediate family to work the same coal face as it
increasedheir output andthus their wages WhenTheMines Actlimited the ageof employmentto
boysoverthe ageof ten this not only createdtensionswithin in the family home but alsowithin in
the mining community itself. W Ldystricts such as the North East of England,where strong
competition existedamongparentsto get their childrenemployed,parentsoften knew the agesof
otherY A y &mildreRandwould inform employersif anywere admitted belowthe legall 3.8 This
would then leadto sodal disputesand allegationsdisruptingrelationsbetweenthe often closeknit
communitiesof the BCI.Despite miners calling for reforms in working conditions and payment
methodsthey did not supportreform measurethat they believedwould havea negativeimpacton

their economicsituationwhichwasalreadyprecariousto beginwith.

The resistanceto reform from the mine owners and miners themselvesensuredthat the

processof reform wasoften lengthy.Neverthelessthe persistencyof the supportersof reformative
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legislationensuredthat althoughreform maytake time it would occurand havea positiveimpacton

the livesof thosewho workedin the BCI.

In conclusionjt hasbecomeapparentthat the commemorationof coalminingdisastershas
a variety of purposessome of which are not immediately apparent. However,it is perhapsmore
important to assessvhether or not commemorationachievedits desiredpurposes.The processof
commemoration greatly easedthe suffering of the bereavedfamilies and communitiesin the
aftermath of a disaster. Commemorationprovided the platform for memorialisationto develop
which provideda W LJt df €&ctuaryand Y 2 dzNJ/fdr ghb&eaved’? Moreover, commemoration
alsoeasedthe sufferingof the bereavedin a didacticway asit waswidely assumedhat you could
learn from a disasterin order to preventa reoccurrence.Thisconsoledthe bereavedasthey could
take solacein the fact that the death of their loved one might preventthe death of another. The
apportionof blamewasclearlyanotherpurposethat commemorationstrivedto achieve JayWinter
stresseshe importancein the searchfor knowledgeof the circumstance®f the death of a loved
one, and in the caseof coal mining disastersthis was the causeof the accidentand discovering
whether anyparty wasto blame.” Thiswasintegralto the recoveryof the bereavedcommunityand
for the continued functioning of the mine itself. Demonstratingthe need for reform was another
purposewhichcommemorationattemptedto realize.Theuseof mediacoveragen the aftermath of
disastersvasfundamentalin increasingoublicawarenessand concernfor the working conditionsof
the miners. Greatloss of life generatedgreat public interest into the mining industry and many
begunto note and publicly comment on the ability to avoid the reoccurrenceof such disasters
through the meansof legislationand greatercontrols.Neverthelessreform was, at first, slowto be
implementeddue to resistancefrom land ownersand minersalike. Thismade inspectionof mines

difficult and in some casesdangerousand this greatly impacted the speedat which reformative

2 LisaM. Moore, ¥ 6 W8véringthe Past,RememberingTrauma:the Politicsof Commemorationat Sitesof
I G NP, barda®f®ublicand International Affairs, Vol.20,2009,p.48
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legislation could be put into effect. Yet the persistenceof the advocatesof reform, along with
increasingsupportfrom the generalpublic, ensuredthat althoughslow reform wasoccurringin the

BClandthis would only havea positiveimpacton the minersandtheir communitiesin the future.

Chapter3

Practicalitiesof the commemorationof coalmining disasters

The acts and purposesof commemoration have already been discussedin great detail in this
dissertationyet there are certain aspectsof the commemorationprocessand the impact that
commemorationhashad on contemporaryand modern societiesthat needsto be analysedn order
to achievea fuller insight into the impact of commemorationon attitudes and behaviours.The
processof commemorationoften followed a clear pattern yet eachspecificdisasterwasresponded
to differently and it is fair to say that this pattern was altered by technologyin the period in
guestion. Thischapterwill attempt to explainthe reasonswhy commemorationassumedhe form
that it did whilst explainingthe variancesthat occurredbetween specificdisastersand on a larger
time scale.lt is alsoimportant to assesghe impact and influence nineteenth and early twentieth
century commemorationof coal mining disastershashad on the way in which those disastes are
remembered and commemorated in modern day. One of the undisputable purposes of
commemorationis to ensure that the event is rememberednot only in the immediate years
followinga disasterbut for generationso comeandit is fair to assesshe succesof this purposeby

tracingtheir impacton modernmemory.

Explainingdissimilaritiesin commemorativeactions

It would be fair to saythat the commemorationof coalminingdisastersollowed noticeable
patternsthat were not alwaysalikein eachsocialclassand community;neverthelesst is possibleto
explainthese variancesand subsequentlygain an insight into the developmentof the processof

commemoration and its impact on contemporary attitudes. The miners of the BCI and the
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communitiesin which they lived did not have vast disposablefinancialresourcesto devote to the
commemorationof coalmining disastersThereforeit is fair to suggesthat they usedthe resources

that were availableto them at the time in orderto remembertheir lovedones.

The most visible form of commemoration,which canstill be seenin variousmining towns
and communities,is the memorial statue which was usuallyplacedin a churchyardor communal
place.However,in the aftermath of a miningdisasterthe fundsfor sucha memorialwere not always
availableto the mourningcommunity as they usuallyrelied on a portion of the relief fund to be
investedin sucha memorial.In somecaseghe distributorsof the relief fund were more concerned
with the W LJt df tRekiving rather than the memoryof the R S |-aRd®his canbe usedto explainthe
absenceof a memorial statue even when a largescale disasterhad occurred as in Gresfordin
19347 Thisissueis still at the forefront of debatesconcerningmemorialisationasW & 2 arfgBe that
funds are being misallocatedto create memorialsto the dead, rather than to supportthose who
& dzNI digdSeRamd | (i NP2 O’ NévartieleSthis doesnot meanthat there were no memorials
createdin the aftermath of a coal mining disaster,the affected communitiessimply adapted,and
createda memorialin a way which waslessfinanciallydemanding.Thisadaptabilitycan be usedto
explainthe greatpopularity of memorialshrinesboth within the bereaved¥ | Y Ahénge &ndin local
meetingplacessuchaspublichousesandlocalchurches’® Thecreationand maintenanceof discrete
family shrines within the homes of the bereaved allowed remembranceto take place on a
personalisedevel as frequently as the bereaveddesired.Thereis evidenceof W ¥morialisationby
preservingall corporeal and material @S &  af % $li&aGter as personal belongings,and later

photographsof the deceasedninerwould be cherishedalongwith documentsnhewspapercuttings,
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and memorial pamphletsand other ephemerarelating to the disaster!’ Similarly,in public places
these shrineswould provide the bereavedwith a placeto meet in order to mourn together and
rememberthe dead.Theseshrineshad little financialrequirementin creationand maintenanceand
were the most frequent and popularform of memorialto appearamongthe miningcommunitiesof
the BClasmany relicsof disastershavebeenpreservedto presentday and appearin abundancen
archiveand museumcollections’® One suchmemorial shrine that has been preseved to modern
daycanbe seenat ChristChurchSeahamThel1880disasterat new Seahantlaimedthe livesof over
160 men andboys,manyof whichremaintrappedfor severalhoursbefore suffocating. A beamwas
recoveredfrom the part of the mine were the victims were trapped which was found to have
personalmessageso their familieschalkedand etchedonto it. Thisbeamalongwith minerslamps,
alsowhich havemessagegtchedonto them, was placedin ChristChurchSeahamalongwith other
items from the disaster in order to create a memorial shrine where the bereavedcould gatherto
mourn and support one another. Thisshrine has been preservedand improved over time by the

localcommunityin orderto ensurethat the disasteris neverforgotten.”

Another form of commemorationthat developedand increasedin popularity during this
period due to the lack of financial resourceswas the annual remembrance service. Annual
remembranceserviceswere usually attached to religious establishmentswithin the coal mining
community and allowedthe bereavedfamiliesand other membersof the communityto congregate
to remember the dead and the accidentthat took their lives. Yetit is interesting to note that
immediate and annual remembranceserviceswere not exclusiveto the larger more infamous
disasters.in 1896 a disasterat the BracepethCollieryon the Durhamcoalfield claimedthe lived of

twenty menandboysandit is clearthat the localcommunitywould not let the livesof thosemenbe

" LisaM. Moore, ¥ 6 @& éringhe Past,Remembering raumathe Politicsof Commemoratiorat Sitesof
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forgotten. In the absenceof a memorial statue the local churchstatedthe intent for the creationof
an annualremembranceservicein a serviceheld one month after the disaster.The attendanceat
this servicewasnotableandthe desireto continuethe serviceannuallywaspopularlyaccepted, this
is clearevidenceof commemorationtakinga practicalform in the affectedcommunities® Aswill be
discussedater in this chapter, this form of commemorationhas continuedinto moderntimes and
can be perhapsseenas the most effective memorid action in bringingcommunitiestogether not

only in the immediateaftermath but alsofor decadesafter.

The commemorationof coal mining disastersvaried greatly between socialclassesas the
memoarialresponsesieededto appealto a variety of peoplewith different expectationsand beliefs.
In order to achieveinterestin coal mining disasterstheir causesand working conditionswithin the
mines,commemorationneededto becomeaccessiblgo all and this was achievedin a variety of
ways.Therewaswidespreadinter-classtensionduringthe nineteenthand earlytwentieth centuries
and ensuring that commemoration appealedto the higher echelonsof society was a way of
amelioratinginter-classtensionswhilst offering the minersthemselvesa platform to demonstrate
the harshworking conditions.Theinfluenceand popularity of newspapersn this period allowedthe
commemorationof coal mining disastersto appealto highersocialclassesandthe heavilyreported
involvementof a leadingfigure in societyin the processof commemorationled to an increased
awarenessand attention from societyas a whole. QueenVictoriawas one of those figureswhose
participation in the commemorationand aftermath of coal mining disastersled to many other
recognisabldiguresin societybecominginvolvedin both socialand labour reform. The connection
with QueenVictoriaand her actionstowardsmining disasterscanbe seenon manyoccasionsfrom
her public concernand outcry for reform regardingchild employmentfollowing the 1842 Silkstone

disaster,to the personalletters she sent to bereaved families following the New Hartley and

¥ TheTimes12May 1896
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Pontypridddisastersand substantialdonationto public relief fundsfor the bereaved® KingGeorge
Vwasalsokeento expressconcernand sympathies to familiesaffectedby coalmining disasterand
increaseawarenes®f suchdisastersamongthe higherechelonsof societyaswasthe casefollowing
the 1913 Senghenyddiisaster,and the 1934 Gresforddisaster®? Theinfluenceand impact of such
royal concern and interest in disasters,their causes,and aftermath was even noted among
politiciansin the Houseof Commonsdebateswhere specialthanksand mentionswere givento the
benevolentnature of Queen Victoria®® Not only did the connectionof a sovereig to a disaster
increasepublic interest of the incident, it also led to an influx of financial donationsfrom other
leadingmembersof society for the mourning mining families® Consequentlythe involvementof
sovereignsand other prominent figuresin society, in the commemorationof coal mining disaster
ensuredthat commemorationwas becomingmore accessibleand acceptableto the middle and
upper classesf societyasairing concernsand engagementwith relief fund becamea fashionable

statementof awarenessof the plight of the workingclasses.

Another factor which greatly influenced commemorationand can be usedin part to explainthe
changein the processof commemorationover time was pressurefor reform. One of the principal
purposesof commemoration wasto demonstratethe needfor socialand political reform within the
BCI.Duringthe nineteenthcenturythe principalfocusof thosestrivingfor reform within the BClwas
the improvement of working conditions, increasedsafety precautions, and increagd national
regulationof the minesandit is clearthat the commemorationof coalminingdisastersservedthese
purposeswell. The sheernumber of those killed or injured in what was perceivedas preventable
situationsensuredthat the generalpublic becane aware of the conditionswithin the minesand

beganto call for measuresand legislationto alleviate sufferingand prevent future disasters.The

8 TWACH/MPR/28/1¢ Letterfrom QueenVictoriato the bereavedfamiliesof the NewHartleydisaster,1862
8 CambrianDailyLeader15 October1913; TheTimes 24 September1 934

% HCDeb,31 July1878,Vol.242cc778804

% NEIMMEWKs/86 ¢ Reportof ameetingat SeahamCollieryregardingcontributionsto a relief fund following
anexplosionat the colliery, \€ircularetter SeahanExplosiorSubs(29 Septemberl 880
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Silkstoneand New Hartley disastersexcited a great deal of public interest in the BCland the
commemorationthe occurred in the aftermath of these disastersinitiated two great acts of
reformative legislationto be passedby parliament,the 1842 Mines Act and the 1872 CoalMines
Regulation Act respectively. However, once these initial concernsover conditions had been
approachedand beginningto be resolvedthe focusof the reformerswithin the working classef
the BClbegunto shift from improvingconditionsto securinga minimumwage.Thereare instances
where miners had been blamed for a disasterfor not following safety proceduresand ignoring
warningsigns,suchasin Gresfordin 1934,yet the minersresponsewasthat they hadto ignoretime
costly drills and warning in order to mine enough raw materials to ensure a substantial pay.
Thereforethe commemordion of coalminingdisastergprovideda platform for protestfor reform as
it wassuggestedhat if the minerswere paid a suitableminimumwagethey would havemaore time

to follow safetyproceduresandthis kind of disastercouldbe avoided.
Theimpact of technologyon the commemorationof coalmining disasters

In the time period between the mid nineteenth and early twentieth centuriesthe way in
which people commemoratedand rememberedcoal mining disasterswas altered significantlydue
to technological advancements.Not only did technology impact the way in which people
commemorateddisastersas previouslymentioned, it affectedthe BClas a whole. Asphotography
becamemore popularand widely availableit becamecentralto the memorial processsurroundng
coal mining disastersand provided another way for bereaved families and communities to
rememberthe dead. Individualand collectivememorial cardswere a commonresponseto mining
disastersin the mid to late nineteenth century as they provided a personalizedmemento of the
disasterand becamea relic of sortsfor familiesto cherish®® Yetnotably, following the West Stanley

disasterof 1909,which claimedthe livesof almosttwo hundredmen and boys, photographsof the

% BRR@-458.1¢ Individualmemorialcard of JosephRobinson;TanfieldPit Disaster,1890;BRR@991-174.3¢
Individual memorial card of JamesWalker, New SeahamDisaster,1880; BRR-188 ¢ Individual memorial
cardof JohnLaverickElemorePit Disaster1886
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deceasedegunto appearon individualmemorialcardsmarkinga significantchangein the process
of memorialisationdue to technology®® Furthermorephotographyallowed for the creation of the
celebrationof those who had managedto survivea coal mining disastersthrough the meansof
memorial cards. Followingthe 1909 West Stanleydisastera memorial photo-card was printed
picturingthe thirty menandboyswho had beenluckyenoughto survivethe disasteralongwith the
nameof thosewho had not beenso lucky®” Theincreasedusageof photographyto commemorate
disastersand rememberthe dead would be continuedto be usedin variousmemorial situations
from this point onwardsasit was a successfulnd personalisedvay in which victims of disasters
could be rememberedin both family and communal settings. Another form of technologywhich
impactedthe way coalmining disastersvere commemoratedwasthe useof radio broadcastingyet
it must be noted that the first instanceof this was not until the 1934 Gresforddisasterin North
Wales. The BBCreported in the immediate aftermath of the disasterwhich killed almost three
hundred men and boys and broadcastdetails of the incident and the relief effort that was being
implemented®® Althoughthis form of technologydid not impactthe commemoratia of coalmining
disastersuntil the very end of the period in questionthe use of radio to commemoratecoal mining
disastersensuredthat manypeopleacrosshe nationwould becomeawareof adisasterveryrapidly
and therefore more inclinedto becomeinvolved in the miners plight and aware of working class
concerns. Technology had undeniably changed the way in which people remember and
commemorateall kinds of disastersand eventsand there is clear evidenceto suggestthe impact
technologyhadon the commemorationof coalminingdisastersTheuseof technologyto assistwith
memorialisationand commemorationallowed commemorationto impact upon the lives of many
peoplewho were not in the immediatelyaffected areasand subsequentlyexcite more interest and

concerninto the livesof the workingclasses.

8 BRRC006:58.13 ¢ Individual memorial card for ThomasAndersonwho was killed in the West Stanley
disaster1909with a smallphotographof him attachedto the card.

8 BRR®-180¢ Memorial photo-cardof the 30 survivorsof the West StanleyPit Disaser, 1909

8 http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p00ggrgwQriginalradio news broadcastfrom 1934, reporting on the
GresfordPit Disasterdate accesse®0/11/2014
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Theimpact of the commemorationof coalmining disasterson modern day British society

Commemorationand memorialisationof past eventsis an integral part of modern day
societyandit hasbeensuggestedhat there is a current W dzLJ& id2N&p@duction of memorywith
the constructionof memorialsitesg 2 NX R% Yet® $d be suggestedthat the commemorative
actionsthat were instigatedby the affectedcommunitiesof the BClin the late nineteenthand early
twentieth centurieshashad a profound and lastingimpact on the way in which those disastersare
rememberedand commemoratedin modernday. Theidea of commemorationthrough the means
of annualremembranceservicesis one exampleof a commemorativeaction that occurredin the
aftermath of a coalmining disasterthat hasbeen continuedby localcommunitiesinto modernday.
Thereare numerousexamplesof annualremembranceservicesof coal mining disastersthat have
continuedto occuracrossBritainin order to ensurethat there is constantremembranceof the lives
lost in mining communities. Local parish churchesand county councils continue remembrance
serviceswith great support from the local communitiesand local media and specialanniversary
memorial servicesoccur frequently. In 2014 it wasthe eightieth anniversaryof the 1934 Gresford
disasterandspecialefforts were madeby localand regionalcommunitiesin order to ensurethat this
disasterwould not be forgotten. As well as the local traditional memorial servicein Gresford,
Wrexhamcouncilenacteda specialserviceand creation of a Friendsof GresfordCollieryDisaster
localhistory groupin orderto W LINGS th&me&iesof the minersand ensurethat they will never
be ¥ 2 NB Z°Tlie SoytiGuation of commemorationof annualservicesis often accompaniedwith
the addition or creationof new memorialartwork or statueson specialanniversariesFurthermore,
other artistic methods are often employedto memorialisea coal mining disasterrather than the
traditional creationof a monumentin the churchyardwhere the victimswere buried. Forexample,

at St AlbansChurchin Earsdonthe churchwhere the majority of the two hundredand four victims

% LisaM. Moore, ¥ 6 @& éringhe Past,Remembering raumathe Politicsof Commemoratiorat Stes of
Il GNP QTG R QS
% DailyPost19 September2014,DailyPost22 September2014
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of the 1862NewHartleydisasterare buried,to mark the one hundredandfiftieth anniversaryof the
disaster contemporary stained glasswindows were installed in the church to provide a local
communalfocus point to commemoratethe disaster:’ Duringthe unveilingmemorial servicethe
localmayor state the importanceof markingthe anniversaryof a disasterwhichimpactedso many
of the localcommunityat the time and that continuedcommemorationis a simpleway of ensuring
that those who perished,and the circumstancessurroundingthe disaster,are never forgotten.”
Artistic memorialisationhad been suggestedto be a cathartic processthat no only allowed the
bereavedto work through their trauma in the aftermath of a disasterbut be more appealingto
modernday communitiescommemoratinga disaster?® Theuse of performingartsto commemorate
a coalminingdisasterin modernday appearso be extremelypopularand successfulShe& Biredis a
contemporaryplay written and performed by localex-minersand folk musiciango tell the story of
the 1880 New Seahan disasterwhilst makinga political statementabout the disasterin relation to
moderndayissues It hasbeenperformedacrossthe North Eastof Englandn a variety of location
from local churchhallsto the renownedSageat GatesheadNot only doesthe playtell the story of
the disasterit focusseson the controversialchoicesof the managementin the aftermath which
sealedthe fate of those trapped inside® It makesstatementsthat can be connectedto capitalist
greedwhich canbe seenin modernday and providesan insightinto the statusof minersand their
working conditionsin the late nineteenthcentury. Thisis clearevidenceof commemorativeactions
that occurredin the late nineteenth and early twentieth centauriesbeing adapted and continued
into modern day societywith the aim of increasingawarenessf these past disastersand ensure

that they are still commemoratedwithin localcommunities.

o http://www.newcastle.anglican.org/newand-events/newsarticle.aspx?id=568, Article about the

installationof memorialstainedglassvindowsin StAlbansChurch Earsdondate accessed 5 February2015
%2 TheChronicle16 January2012

% LisaM. Moore, ¥ 6 W8véringthe Past,RememberingTrauma:the Politicsof Commemorationat Sitesof
I GNR Q46L& QX

% TheChronicle25 February2015

9 http://www.edmundsondesign.com/shefired/, programfor the play{ K $ed date accessed 0 February
2015
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In conclusion,the commemorationof coal mining disastersis an extremely complicated
processthat varies significantlyfrom instanceto instanceand over time. There are clear social,
political,economic,andreligiousinfluenceson the processof commemorationand memorialisation.
Ensuringhat the commemorationof coal mining disasterappealedand was accessibldo all social
classesvasclearlyimportant when consideringhow to approachcommemorationin the immediate
aftermath of a disaster.The popularity of mediaallowedfor news of coalmining disastersand the
commemorativeactionsthat followed to be circulated amongvast audiencesof all socialclasses
whilst excitinginterest into the plight of the miners and the needsfor both socialand economic
reform. The processof the commemoration of coal mining disastersthat took place in the
nineteenthand early twentieth centurieshasgreatlyimpactedthe way in whichthose disastersare
perceivedand commemoratedin modern day. | would be fair to suggestthat without the efforts
made by the affectedcommunitiesto commemoratethe disastersandthosewho died, the events
that occurredcould have beenforgotten about by future generations.Thecommemorationof coal
mining disastersprovidesan insightinto working classlabour history and the attempts that were

madein orderto improveliving standardsand increasereform.
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Conclusion

It is apparentthat the commemorationof coal mining disasterswas an integral part of the BCI
during the eighteenthand nineteen centuries. The prominenceof the BClas one of the principal
employersin Britain ensuredthat injuries and fatalities were higher in the BClthan any other
principalindustry. Technologicahdvancementshat occurredduringthis period ensuredthat miners
were workingin deepermore dangerousseamsandthe lackof nationalisedregulationensuredthat
there was a steady increasein accidents,both on a large and smaller scale. The constructed
communitythat developedin responseto the expansionof the BClhad a profound impact on the
processof commemorationand the way in which disasterswere to be rememberedfor decadeso

come.

Therewere many actionsand responseshat occurredin the aftermath of a coal mining
disasterand manyof thesewould in time developinto commemoration.Theimpactandrole of the
media becamea form of commemaorationin its own right, shapingattitudes and actions across
Britain. Newspaperseported on the conditionsin the aftermath of disastersand printed letters to
the editor that calledfor reform. Furthermore,newspaperspublishedaccountsfrom all classesof
societygivingthe perspectiveof the miner andthe mine ownerwhich allowshistoriansto developa
more roundedand balancedview of conditionsin the aftermath of a disaster.Theresponsesvhich
occurredin the local communitiesin the aftermath of a disastergaverise to the developmentof
various methods of commemoration which was accessibleto all. The local efforts made to
commemoratecoal mining disastershave undeniablyshapedthe way in which these events are

rememberedand commemoratedn presentday.

It hasbeenfairly arguedthat commemorationstrived to servea multitude of purposesin

the aftermath of a disaster.Despitethesepurposeshavingclearsocial,economic,and political aims,
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the successn achievingsuchaimswasfar from guaranteed.Easinghe sufferingof the bereawed,
allocatingblame,and demonstratingthe needfor reform were all presentin actsof commemoration
of coalmining disastersyet all were not asequallysuccessfulTherewasclearresistanceto reform
from the miners and mine owners alike and this led to increasinginter-class tensions and
malevolence.Miners were concernedwith regulation and the involvementof politiciansin their
working life, as time consumingregulationscould have a negativeimpact on their salary.Mine
owners were equally concerred by the loss of productivity due to increasedregulation and a
substantiallossof profit if aminimumwagewere to be introduced. Thisresistanceclearlyhindered
the efforts of reformers and ensuredthat any reform introduced would take a long time and be
difficult to enforce.Neverthelessreformsand regulationwere graduallyintroducedand, overtime,
would positivelyimpactthe daily livesof the miningcommunitieswith improvedworking conditions

andincreasedaccesgo healthcareandeducation.

It has been made clear that commemorationtook a variety of forms and differed greatly
from disasterto disasterdependingon circumstancesFinancialconstraintsand socialaccessibility
greatly impactedthe way in which coal mining disasterswere commemoated and remembered.
Technologicahdvancementsmpactedcommemorationgreatly asdue to the increasein popularity
and availabilityof radio and photography disastersbecameto be commemoratedin different ways
andin muchmore detail. Thecommemorativeactionswhichtook placein the nineteenthand early
twentieth centuryhavehada profoundimpacton the wayin whichthosedisastersare remembered
and commemoratedin modernday. If it were not for the actionsthat occurredin the aftermath of
coal mining disastersit is fair to suggestthat they would not be rememberedin the sameway in
presentday. Commemoratingcoal mining disastersis an integral part of modern day society and
continuingto researchworkingclasshistoryis centralto the developmentof understandinghe way

in whichmodernBritishsocietyhasdeveloped.
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Appendices

AppendixA: Imagesof the memorialshrineat ChristChurch, SeahamTakenby HannahMartin, 16
February2015.

Figurel: Imageof part of a salvagedeamwhichforms part of the memorialshrineto the victimsof
the 1880New SeahanPit Disaster.

(AS ONE OF SEVERAL
45 OF THE EXPLOSION
AT SEAHAM COLLIERY

'RICHARD COLE AGED 44 YEARS

AppendixB: Linedrawingsof New Hartleydisasterfuneral, lllustratedLondonNews 8 February
1862

Figurel: Internmentof the pitmenin a plot of groundnearEarsdonChurch givenby the Dukeof
Northumberland
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