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	Abstract Proposal
	More than Just Law:
Valuing the Social Heart of Clinical Legal Education 

Su Robertson*
Clinical Practice Manager, westjustice, Melbourne, Australia
phd Candidate, The Australian National University

This paper presents part of Su’s recent analysis of the clinical legal education externship partnership between Victoria University and westjustice community legal centre. Both organisations are located in the west of Melbourne, Australia.

The original analysis took a values-based approach, launched from these four perspectives:
· Coalescing Values Base - looks at connections in organisational origins and goals that underpin the partnership. 
· Delivering on Values - covers client-centred lawyering and student-centred learning, and how these are delivered, separately and jointly. 
· Measuring Value - summarises four of the current clinical programs offered by the partnership and provides some detail about structure, outputs and economic impact.
· A Valuable Future - explores growth and possibilities for innovation within the partnership.

The context for the above was provided by a 2018 snapshot of the operations of the four main externship clinics that form the spine of the CLE partnership between Victoria University and westjustice. 

The main focus of Su’s conference presentation will be on just one of the perspectives mentioned above: Measuring Value. She presents some of the statistics collected from the outputs of these externships and show how different types of economic values can be assigned to these outputs. Su then discusses ways these various measurements could be used in a range of other CLE contexts and for various CLE purposes, including funding applications. 

Su will finish with her thoughts on how this evaluation approach could be used to explore future possibilities for CLE worldwide. She will then ask the audience, her colleagues in the international CLE community of practice, for their ideas. How can we use an approach like this for the future benefit of individual CLE programs and the future of our movement?

*BA/LLB (Hons). Current Australian Legal Practitioner (Admitted 2001).
Su Robertson is a clinical legal educator with extensive experience in both the academic and practice contexts of CLE. In 2018, after nearly 10 years as the Director of Clinical Legal Education at Victoria University, she took up her current position managing externships in the community legal centre context at westjustice. She is also undertaking a phd. Her research is on CLE, entitled Clinical Legal Education, the Benchmark Lawyer and Disruptive Women.
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