
MOVING BEYOND DEVOLUTION

21, 22 &  23 March 2018

A forward look to 2030

A three day conference looking at building the New 
Policy and Research Agenda for Combined Local 
Authorities in the UK



15.00  COFFEE/TEA AND REGISTRATION

16.00  WELCOME AND OPENING
Professor John Shutt and Professor Joyce Liddle 

16.30 OPENING PLENARY 
‘Leeds and Devolution in Yorkshire: Making a Real 
Commitment to the Future of Local Government’,  
Tom Riordan Chief Executive, Leeds City Council 

18.00 CLOSE OF SESSION AND DRINKS RECEPTION 

19.00 DINNER: CIVIC HALL   
‘Culture and Regeneration: Leeds Beyond Brexit’ 
Councillor Judith Blake Leader of Leeds City Council 
Sharon Watson Artistic Director of Phoenix Dance  
Theatre & Independent Chair of Leeds 2023 European 
Capital of Culture Bid

This special conference in the 
Northern Powerhouse is an 
opportunity for academics and 
practitioners to focus on the 
major challenges facing the public 
sector and the new Combined 
Authorities and with input 
from the leading CORE cities 
and the KEY Cities Network.

JUC/PAC is sponsoring this event 
with Northumbria University 
and Northumbria Business 
School, Leeds Beckett University, 
Leeds Business School and 
Leeds City Council and West 
Yorkshire Combined Authority, 
the Regional Studies Association, 
and the Key Cities Network.

The United Kingdom Joint 
University Council was formed in 
1918 as part of broader reforms 
to ensure better academic 
involvement with policy-makers’ 
work. Set up following the 1918 

Haldane Royal Commission 
it mark its centenary with a 
high-level event to be held near 
the Houses of Parliament. 

The Public Administration 
Committee (PAC), is one of 
JUC sub-committees and the 
UK’s leading learned society 
for developing education and 
research in public administration. 
It actively promotes the academic 
and practitioner communities to 
advance knowledge and learning 
in the area of public policy, public 
administration, and governance. 

Public Policy and Administration, 
and Teaching Public Administration 
are academic journals published 
by Sage on behalf of JUC/PAC 
and are among the journals 
that will be represented at 
the conference, together with 
Regional Studies and Routledge.

The Regional Studies Association 
has been at the heart of regional 
studies for over 50 years. Its brand 
stands for regional expertise, 
cutting edge and authoritative 
research. It supports members 
with the latest research, funding 
schemes, networking opportunities 
and events for researchers to 
grow their research, career and 
influence. With its international 
and interdisciplinary membership 
it advances the highest standards 
of theory and practice, empirical 
analysis and policy debate of issues 
on urban and rural spaces such as 
city-regions. A truly global body 
the RSA is a world leader on issues 
in economic development and 
growth, conceptions of territory 
and its governance and the thorny 
problems of equity and injustice.

PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE SPRING CONFERENCE IN LEEDS 

with the support of

Regional Studies Association, Leeds City Council,  West Yorkshire 
Combined Authority, Leeds Business School,  Newcastle Business 

School, Northumbria University and the Key Cities Network.

Professor John Shutt 
Leeds Business School, Leeds Beckett University

Professor Joyce Liddle 
Newcastle Business School, Northumbria University

WEDNESDAY 21st MARCH 2018  

THURSDAY 22ND MARCH 2018

FRIDAY 23rd MARCH 2018 

Cloth Hall Court

Cloth Hall Court

Leeds Civic Hall

WEDNESDAY 21st MARCH 2018
LEEDS CIVIC HALL

DAY 1    Conference Overview



15.30-16.00  COFFEE/TEA BREAK

16.00 – 18.00 PLENARY 4   
‘Combined Authorities and Key Policy Areas’  
Helen Dickinson, Assistant Chief Executive, Newcastle City 
Council on plans for the new Newcastle, North Tyneside and 
Northumberland Combined Authority

‘Health and Social Care Futures’ 
Professor Andrew Gray, Emeritus Professor of Public 
Management, University of Durham

‘Housing: Plans for the Future’ 
Dr. Quintin Bradley, Senior Lecturer, School for the Built 
Environment, Leeds Beckett University

Transport and Economic Development, Transport for the North

‘Devolution: The Revolution Is Yet to Come’ 
Dr. Arianna Giovannini, Department of Politics and Public Policy, 
De Montfort University 

19.00  CONFERENCE DINNER, BIBIS, LEEDS

9.00-10.00  COFFEE/TEA AND REGISTRATION

10.00  WELCOME AND OPENING
Professor Peter Slee, Vice Chancellor, Leeds Beckett University.  
Roger Marsh OBE, Chair of Leeds City Region LEP (TBC)

10.30- 12.30  PLENARY 2
‘Moving Beyond Devolution in England’ 
Mike Emmerich, METRO DYNAMICS and author of Britain’s 
Cities, Britain’s Future London Publishing  Partnership 2017
‘Combined Authorities: An Assessment’ 
Aileen Murphie, Director of Department of Communities and 
Local Government, Value for Money, National Audit Office
 ‘How Can We Develop Local-Central Relations in the Future?’ 
Dr. Sarah Ayers, University of Bristol

12.30-13.30  LUNCH 

13.30-15.30 PLENARY 3   
‘Mayors and Leaders: The Future of Local Government’  
Andy Burnham Mayor of Greater Manchester Combined Authority 
(TBC)
‘WYCA and Yorkshire Devolution’  
Councilor Susan Hinchcliffe Chair of the West Yorkshire Combined 
Authority & Leader of Bradford Council
‘WYCA and Midlands Devolution’  
Andy Street, Mayor of West Midland Combined Authority (TBC)

RESPONSE: Marvin Rees Mayor of Bristol City (TBC)

‘Will a Mayors’ Senate and a new constitutional settlement provide 
new momentum to fragmented devolution?’  Councilor Peter Box, 
Leader of Wakefield Council, Chair of Key Cities & Chair of West 
Yorkshire Combined Authority Investment Committee

DAY 2    

AM PM

THURSDAY  22ND MARCH 2018       CLOTH HALL COURT, LEEDS 



9.00-10.30  PLENARY 5

 ‘Lessons from Europe and Australia?’  
Chair: Professor Lee Pugalis, Local Government Centre, University  
of Technology, Sydney, Australia

 ‘Planning the Northern Powerhouse 2.0. Will a New Industrial 
strategy deliver?’ 
Henri Murison, Director Northern Powerhouse Partnership, 
Manchester

 ‘Midlands Engine: Between Centre and Local Government.  
Power up or Power Down?’  
Gill Bentley, Birmingham Business School, The University  
of Birmingham

 ‘Leaders, Legacies and Localities: Why do devolution deals vary 
between places?’ 
Professor Vivien Lowndes, INLOGOV, The University of Birmingham

10.30- 11.00  COFFEE/TEA BREAK

11.00-12.30  PLENARY 6 

 ‘Moving Beyond PFI’ 
Dexter Whitfield, Associate Professor, University of Adelaide,  
Public Services Action

 ‘Universities engagement with local and regional development’ 
Dr. Peter O’Brien, Deputy Local Growth Consultant HEFCE

 ‘Beyond the Core Cities - lessons from the 30 English areas that 
didn’t combine’ 
Professor Alan Townsend, Emeritus Professor, University of Durham

12.30-14.00  LUNCH 

14.00-15.00  CONCLUDING SESSION
 ‘Developing a New Policy and Research Agenda with the 

Combined Authorities and Local Government’ 
 ‘Can our cities and city regions rise to the national challenges of 

BREXIT, Rebalancing the Economy and the Challenge of Building 
the Northern Economy of the Future?’ 
Professor John Shutt & Professor Joyce Liddle joined by  
Neil Barnett , Senior Lecturer, Leeds Business School

FRIDAY 23rd  MARCH  2018
CLOTH HALL COURT, LEEDS

DAY 3
MOVING BEYOND DEVOLUTION
A forward look to 2030  21, 22 &  23 March 2018

CONFERENCE BOOKING FORM

Name: 

University/company/local authority: 

Job title:

Address:

Post Code:

Mobile:

Email:

Title on the invoice:

PLEASE TICK  BELOW WHICH DAY/S  AND MEAL/S YOU WILL BE ATTENDING

Wednesday March 21st 2018   Evening buffet in Civic Hall

Thursday March 22nd 2018       Lunch at CHC and evening meal at Bibis

Friday March 23rd 2018 Lunch at Cloth Hall court

*PLEASE ADVISE OF ANY DIETARY REQUIREMENTS*

No.
Req. COST PER PERSON: No.

Req. COST PER PERSON:

FULL CONFERENCE FEE: £350  
+ VAT (£420 inc. VAT)     

DAY CONFERENCE FEE: £150  
+ VAT (£180 inc. VAT)

SPECIAL YOUNG ACADEMIC RATE: 
FULL CONFERENCE FEE: £200  
+ VAT (£240 inc. VAT)

SPECIAL YOUNG ACADEMIC RATE: 
DAY CONFERENCE FEE: £80  
+ VAT (£96 inc. VAT)

For queries about the content of the conference and its organisation please contact:
Professor John Shutt j.shutt@leedsbeckett.ac.uk    Mobile: 07710 094970
Professor Joyce Liddle joyce.liddle@northumbria.ac.uk    Mobile: 07775 406073
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PAYMENT: Credit Card Details together with BACS/CREDIT CARD DETAILS:
Bank Sort Code: 20-89-68              Bank Account Number: 43786358
Cheques; please make payable to:  
Economic Development Associates Ltd, and post to 555-557 Aberford Road, Stanley, Wakefield, WF3 4AH
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